










































































































































































































































































































































































3. Public Purpose 

This project qualifies as Other Lands - a multiple use· 
outdoor recreation area. 

4. Management Guidance and Agency(s) 

Lake Arbuckle will be managed as a multiple use 
outdoor recreation area, as well as to maintain and 
improve natural habitat diversity and protect 
threatened and endangered species. The area immed­
iately around Lake Arbuckle will provide water oriented 
recreational opportunities, and could be managed 
as a park. Hunting, fishing, and forestry will be 
permitted where appropriate. The Department of 
Natural Resources, Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, 
Division of Forestry, and Division of Archives, History, 
and Records Management are recommended managers. 

5. Conformance with Management Plans 

a. N/A 

b. This project is in conformance with the conceptual 
State Lands Management Plan. 

c. No similar multiple use state-owned lands are available 
in this region. 

6. Project Costs 

a. Acquisition 

Estimated cost for acquisition is $15,730,000. 

b. Management 

Estimated cost for management is $282,837. 

7. Sales History 

Due to the complexity of this project as well as staff 
and time limitations under current law, it was not possible 
to research the title data for the last six years. However, 
Chapter ,253.025, Florida Statutes, requires title insurance 
or an abstract of title with title opinion prior to approval 
by the Board of Trustees of any final agreement for purchase. 
Chapter 375.031, Florida Statutes, requires the seller to 
provide a disclosure containing a list of financial trans­
actions dating back to January 1, 1970. A complete 
history, therefore, will be completed on each parcel.before 
it is acquired. 
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Name County 

Cedar Levy 
Key Scrub 
Additions • 

1. PROJECT SUBMARY 

Acres 

5,642 

Total Estimated 
Price 

$1,593,312 

Estimated 
Price/Acre 

$282 

Recommended 
Public Purpose: Environmentally Endangered Lands - includes unique 
habitat which is critical to threatened animal species, and which 
comprises unaltered communities. Multiple use management by the 
Division of Recreation and Parks, Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, 
the Division of Forestry, and the Division of Archives, History, and 
Records Management is recommended. 

Value: Natural resource value is high, due to the diversity of native 
biological communities which integrate upland and estuarine regions 
into an intact system. Recreational value is moderate, consisting of 
passive activities as well as hunting, fishing, and timber management. 
Since 14 sites are known, archaeological value is high. 

Ownership Pattern: Since there is one major owner (Caber Corporation) 
and four minor owners within a single section, ease of acquisition is 
high. Manageability is rated high. 

Vulnerability: High, due to the presence of numerous wetlands. 

Endangerment: Moderate, mainly due to the lack of development pressure 
at present. However, clearcutting for pine monoculture would greatly 
reduce the biological value of the tract. 

Location: The project is 55 miles southwest of Gainesville and four 
miles north of Cedar Key. 

Cost: Cost per acre is very low. 

Other Factors: Existing federal and state ownership adjacent to these 
parcels makes their purchase highly desirable from a management perspectiv 
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3. Public Purpose 

This project qualifies as Environmentally Endangered 
Lands (EEL) - because it contains multiple use resources 
of statewide importance. 

4. Management Guidance and Agency(s) 

Cedar Key Scrub Additions will be managed to protect and 
enhance the variety of natural communities onsite, as 
well as to provide significant recreational opportunities. 
Hunting, camping, hiking, and nature appreciation are 
examples of the types of activities that could occur .under 
proper supervision. Additionally, there are areas where 
forestry could easily be performed both for production and 
to enhance the living communities. The Department of 
Natural Resources, Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, 
Division of Forestry, and Division of Archives, History, 
and Records Management are recommended managers. 

5. Conformance with Hanagement Plans 

a. Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Plan 

This project has been declared an EEL project and is in 
conformance with the EEL plan. All EEL's contain 1and and 
water resources that are naturally occurring and relatively 
unaltered flora, fauna, qr geologic conditions that might 
be essentially preserved intact by acquisition. In addition: 

1. The area must be of sufficient size to materially contribute 
to the overall natural environmental well-being of a large 
area or region; or 

2. The area must contain flora, fauna, or geologic resources 
characteristic of the original domain of Florida and that 
these be unique to, or otherwise scarce within, the region 
or larger geographical area; or 

3. The area, whatever its size or the condition of its resources, 
must be capable, if preserved by acquistion, of providing 
significant protection to natural resources of recognized 
regional or statewide importance. 

Cedar Key Scrub Additions satisfy all three requirements. 

Criteria for the establishment of priorities among candi­
dates for acquisition are also provided in the EEL plan. 
These criteria consist of six land priority categories and 
eleven general considerations. The plan directs that·the 
highest priority for acquisition be given to areas repre­
senting the best combination of values inherent in the six 
categories but not to the exclusion of areas having over­
riding significance in only one category. The six cate­
gories are: 

l. Lands of critical importance to supplies of freshwater 
for domestic use and natural systems. 

2. Freshwater and saltwater wetlands. 
3. Unique and outstanding natural areas. 
4. Natural ocean and gulf beach systems. 
5. Areas that protect or enhance the environmental values 

of significant natural resources. 
6. Wilderness areas. 
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The project complies ~ith the third and fifth 
priority categories. 

b. 

c. 

This project is in conformance with the conceptual 
State Lands Management Plan. 

These additions would become part of the existing 
Cedar Key State ownership. They provide increased 
and more diverse examples of scrub and other mixed 
habitat types. 

6. Project Costs 

a. Acquisition 

Estimated cost for acquisition is $1,593,312. 

b. Management 

Estimated first year management cost is $200,657. 

7. Sa~es History 

Due to the complexity of this project as well as staff 
and time limitations under current law, it was not possible 
to research the title data for the last six years. However, 
Chapter 253.025, Florida Statutes, requires title insurance 
or an abstract of title with title opinion prior to approval 
by the Board of Trustees of any final agreement for purchase. 
Chapter 375.031, Florida Statutes, requires the seller to 
provide a disclosure containing a list of financial trans­
actions dating back to January 1, 1970. A complete sales 
history, therefore, will be completed on each parcel before 
it is acquired. 
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1. PROJECT SUMMARY 

Name County Acre& 
Total Estimated 

Price 
Estimated 
Price/Acre 

Three Lakes Osceola 
Ranch Addition 

490 $619,850 $lc65 

Recommended 
Public Purpose: EEL purchase of this property would complete 
Ranch EEL project and allow the management of Lake Jackson. 
management capability would help: (a) maintain water quality 
quantity; (b) maintain historic habitats and indigenous fish 
life species; and {c) control noxious aquatic vegetation. 

the Three Lak 
This 
and 
and wild-

Value: The side has moderate ecological value in itself, but is highly 
valuable to the Three Lakes Ranch project as a whole because it will 
give complete control over Lake Jackson. Recreation and archaeological 
value is moderate. 

OwnershiP Pattern: The property is in single-ownership, therefore the 
ease of acquisiton is very high. The owner is willing to sell. 

Vulnerability: 
Jackson and is 
and conversion 

High - the area is critical to the management of Lake 
easily disturbed by activities such as clearing, drainage 
to improved pasture. 

Endangerment: Moderate - There are no known plans to develop the 
property although it is extremly doubtful whether existing regulations 
could prevent it. 

Location: The project is within an SO-mile radius of large metropol~tan 
areasof Orlando and Lakeland, and smaller cities such as Winter Haverr, 
Melbourne, and Vero Beach. 

Cost: Very little increase in management funds will be needed since 
this would be a small addition to a 43,000 acre area already managed 
by the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission. 

Other Factors: 
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3. Public Purpose 

4 

The Three Lakes Ranch Addition tract qualifies for acquisition 
as Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) . 

1-!anagement, Guidance and Agency (s) 

Three. Lakes Ranch Addition will be acquired as an addition 
to the existing Hildlife Management area. Outdoor recreation 
including huntL~g, wiLLbe allowed. Management by the Ga~e 
and Freshwater Fish Commission and the Division of Archives, 
History and Records Management is recommended. 

5.a. Confo~ance •,;ith EEL Plan 

T'Zle Three Lakes .'\ddition parcel has been designated an 
EEL project, and it is in conformance with the EEL plan. 

The Three Lakes Addition parcel qualifies under the EEL 
plan's definition of environmentally endangered lands 
because: 

1. the naturally occurring, relatively Q~altered flora 
and fauna could be preserved intact by acquisition; 
·and 

2. the area is of sufficient size to contribute to the 
overall environmental well-being of a large area. 

Criteria for the establishment of priorities among candi­
dates for acquisition are also provided in the EEL plan. 
These criteria consist of six land priority categories and 
eleven general considerations. The Plan directs that highest 
priority for acquisition be given to areas representing the 
best combination of values inherent in the six categories 
but not to the exclusion of areas having overriding signifi­
cance in only one category. The six categories are: 

l. Lands of critical importance to supplies of freshwater 
for domestic use and natural systems. 

2. Freshwater and saltwater wetlands. 
3. Unique and outstanding natural areas. 
4. Natural ocean and gulf beach systems. 
5. Areas that protect or enhance the environmental values 

of significant natural resources. 
6. Wilderness areas. 

The Three Lakes Ranch Addition complies with the first and 
second criteria. 

b. Conformance w:i.th the State Lands Management Plan 

This project is in conformance with the conceptual State 
Lands Management ?lan. 

c. Unavailability of Similar State Lands 

This tract lies near three presently owned state parcels; 
the Three Lakes Wildlife Management Area, the Lake Kissimmee 
State Park and the Bull Creek Wildlife Management Area. This 
acquisition would he an add~tion to the Three Lakes aren 
and would provide for public ownership and management of a 
significant outparcel. 

6. Project Costs 

a. Acquisition 

Estimated cost for acquisition is $619,850. 
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b. Management 

Management and maintenance cost for one year is estimated at $22,650. 

1. Sales History 

There have been no sales involving the subject property for 
the past six years. The current 01me r J. s : 

Joe Overstreet 
Post Office Box 561 
Kissimmee, Florida 32741 
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~ame 

Withlacoochee 
Inholding 

Recommended 
Public Purpose: 

1. PROJECT SUMMARY 

County Acres 

Sumter *321 

Total Esti­
mated Price 

$210,576 

Estimated 
Price/Acre 

$656/Acre 

It is recommended that this parcel be purchased under the environmentally endangered 
lands category as an addition to the Withlacoochee EEL Tract. It should be managed 
for multiple-use by the Division of Forestry, Florida Game and Fresh !Vater Fish 
Commission, and the Division of Archives, History and Records Management. 

Value: 
Natural Resources - Moderate -- A variety of hydric and mesic ecosystems are found 
in this parcel. However, the forest resources have been improperly managed for a 

. number of years and as a result, the overall vigor of the forest resources is below 
the site's true potential. Recreational- Moderate-- This site, as with the entire 
Withlacoochee EEL Tract, has potential for a variety of recreational activities. 
Limited access currently prevents utilization of the tract up to its true potential. 
Archeological and Historical - Moderate -- The Division of Archives, History ·and 
Records Management gives the archeological and historical resources of this tract 
a moderate rating·. 
Ownership Pattern: 
This project has a single owner who has expressed a willingness to consider sell­
ing. Therefore, the ease of acquisition is high. 

Vulnerability: 
Hoderate -- This site contains both hydric and mesic communities and is vulnerable 
to development. Site modifications necessary for building construction would 
adversely affect the surrounding vegetation if not carefully conducted. 

Endangerment: 
Moderate -- Altnough the Sumter County area has a high growth rate, there are no 
known developments planned for thio parcel. 

Location: 
The project is located six miles northwest of Bushnell and 15 miles northeast of 
Brooksville. The Croom Tract of the Withlacoochee State Forest is eight miles 
to the southwest. 

Cost: 
Management of this parcel would be included in the overall management of the 
IVithlacoochee EEL Tract and would be minimal, less than $600.00 per year. 

Other Factors: 
The most significant aspect of this proposal is the fact that the only public 
access to this portion of the Withlacoochee EEL Tract is across this parcel. 

*This proposal was reduced by the Selection Committee from 1,651 acres with nine 
owners to 321 acres with one owner. 
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3. Public Purpose 

This project qualifies as Environmentally Endangered 
Lands (EEL) - a multiple use addition to the existing 
significant natural area. 

4. Management Guidance and Agency(s) 

The Withlacoochee River Inholding will be managed for 
multiple use with primary consideration given to pro­
tecting the valuable hydrological resources. Additional 
uses such as hunting and forestry will also be encouraged 
as part of the overall operation of the existing State 
ownership. The Division of Forestry, Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission, and the Division of Archives, History, 
and Records Management are recommended managers. 

5. Conformance with Management Plans 

a. Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Plan 

This project has been declared an EEL project and is in 
conformance with the EEL plan. All EEL's contain land and 
water resources that are naturally occurring and relatively 
unaltered flora, fauna, or geologic conditions that might 
be essentially preserved intact by acquisition. In addition: 

1. The area must be of sufficient size to materially contribute 
to the overall natural environmental well-being of a large 
area or region; or 

2. The area must contain flora, fauna, or geologic resources 
characteristic of the original domain of Florida and that 
these be unique to, or otherwise scarce within, the region 
or larger geographical area; or 

3. The area, whatever its size or the condition of its resources, 
must be capable, if preserved by acquistion, of providing 
significant protection to natural resources of recognized 
regional or statewide importance. 

This project satisfies the third requirement. 

Criteria for the establishment of priorities among candi­
dates for acquisition are also provided in the EEL plan. 
These criteria consist of six land priority categories and 
eleven general considerations. The plan directs that the 
highest priority for acquisition be given to areas repre­
senting the best combination of values inherent in t~ six 
categories but not to the exclusion of areas having over­
riding significance in only one category. The six cate­
gories are: 

l. Lands of critical importance to supplies of fresh1vater 
for domestic use and natural systems. 

2. Freshwater and saltwater wetlands. 
3. Unique and outstanding natural areas. 
4. Natural ocean and gulf beach systems. 
5. Areas that protect or enhance the environmental values 

of significant natural resources. 
6. Wilderness areas. 

217 



The project complies with the second and fifth priority 
categories. 

b. This project is in conformance with the conceptual 
State Lands Management Plan. 

c .. This parcel would be added to the existing EEL 
project and represents a valuable inholding. 

6. Project Costs 

a. Acquisition 

Estimated cost for acquisition is $210,576. 

b. Management 

Estimated cost for the first year of management is 
$594. 

7. Sales History 

Due to the complexity of this project as v1ell as staff 
and time limitations-under current law, it was not possible 
to research the title data for the last six years. However, 
Chapter 253.025, Florida Statutes, requires title insurance 
or an abstract of title with title opinion prior to approval 
by the Board of Trustees of any final agreement for purchase. 
Chapter 375.031, Florida Statutes, requires the seller to 
provide a disclosure containing a list of financial trans-· 
actions dating back to January 1, 1970. A complete sales 
history, therefore, will be completed on each parcel before 
it is acquired. 
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l. PROJECT SUMMARY 

Total Estimated Estima1:ed 
Name county Acres Price Price ;;<ere 

ffutchinson St. Lucie 
Island 

'
1 Bli.nd Creek" 406.93 $9,990,183 ~24,550/acre 

Recommended 
Public Purpose: 1 ) 

2 ) 
3 ) 

Environmentally Endangered Lands 
Management--single use (State Park) 
Managers--Department of Natural Resources 

Value: 

and Division of Archives, ffistory and Records 
Management. 

Natural Resource--rated high. The project has over one 
mile of undeveloped Atlantic beach and runs all the way back to 
the Indian River. The beach is one of the most important sea 
turtle nesting areas in the United States. The project contains 
a 165-acre subtropical coastal hammock--a rapidly disappearing 
plant community. The Indian River side is occupied by a mangrove 
forest. 

Recreational--rated high. The project has over one mile of 
beach and is located in a state planning region that shows a 
strong recreational need for public beach. 

Archeological and Historical--rated moderate. Hutchinson 
Island contains archeological/historical sites ranging in age 
from prehistoric Indian mounds and middens to recent historical 
ruins, including 18th- and 19th-century shipwrecks. 

Ownership Pattern: This section has five owners. 
acquisition is high. 

The ease of 

Vulnerability: rated high. Development of the site would mean 
distruction of the coastal hammock and probable interference with 
sea turtle nesting. 

En dan garment: 
rapidly. St. 
this site has 

rated high. Hutchinson Island is developing 
Lucie County advises that interest in developing 
recently been expressed. 

Location: The project is six miles south of Ft. Pierce. 

Cost: Blind Creek is ranked number 7 on the working priority 
list for the Department of Natural Resources Recreation Land 
Acquisition Program. 

Other Factors: 
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3. Public Purpose 

This project qualifies as Environmentally Endangered 
Lands (EEL) - a single use area providing protection 
for a relatively undisturbed section of barrier island. 

4. Blind Creek will be managed to provide for beach recrea­
tion, to safeguard turtle nesting sites, to protect 
the native plant communities, and to allow the develop­
ment of compatible recreation facilities. The Division 
of Recreation and Parks and the Division of Archives, 
History, and Records Management are recommended managers. 

5. Conformance with Management Plans 

a. Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Plan 

This project has been declared an EEL project and is in 
conformance with the EEL plan. All EEL's contain land and 
water resources that are naturally occurring and relatively 
unaltered flora, fauna, or geologic conditions that might· 
be essentially preserved intact by acquisition. In addition' 

1. The area must be of sufficient size to materially contribute 
to the overall natural environmental well-being of a large 
area or region; or 

2. The area must contain flora, fauna, or geologic resources 
characteristic of the original domain of Florida and that 
these be unique to, or ofherwise scarce within,. the region 
or larger geographical area; or 

3. The area, whatever its size or the condition of its resources, 
must be capable, if preserved by acquistion, of providing 
significant protection to natural resources of recognized 
regional or statewide importance. 

Blind Creek satisfies the first and second requirements. 

Criteria for the establishment of priorities among candi­
dates for acquisition are also provided in the EEL plan. 
These criteria consist of six land priority categories and 
eleven general considerations. The plan directs that the 
highest priority for acquisition be given to areas repre­
senting the best combination of values inherent in the six 
categories but not to the exclusion of areas having over­
riding significance in only one category. The six cate­
gories are: 

1. Lands of critical importance to supplies of freshwater 
for domestic use and natural systems. 

2. Freshwater and saltwater wetlands. 
3. Unique and outstanding natural areas. 
4. Natural ocean and gulf beach systems. 
5. Areas that protect or enhance the environmental values 

of significant natural resources. 
6. Wilderness areas. 
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The project complies with the second and forth 
priority categories. 

b. This project is in conformance with the conceptual 
State Lands Management Plan. 

c. There is no suitable state-owned beach land in the 
vicinity that will fulfill the need for public 
recreation and resource protection. 

6. Project Costs 

a. Acquisition 

Estimated cost for acquisition is $9,990,183. 

b. Management 

Estimated cost for the first year is $143,549. 

7. Sales History 

Due to the complexity of this project as well as staff 
and time limitations"· under current law, it was not possible 
to research the title data for the last six years. However, 
Chapter 253.025, Florida Statutes, requires title insurance 
or an abstract of title with title opinion prior to approval 
by the Board of Trustees of any final agreement for purchase. 
Chapter 375.031, Florida Statutes, requires the seller to 
provide a disclosure containing a list of financial trans­
actions dating back to January 1, 1970. A complete sales 
history, therefore, will be completed on each parcel before 
it is acquired. 
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1. PROJECT SUH"1ARY 

Name Countv il.cres 
Totul Est~mated 

Price 
E.st i:na ted 
Price/Acre 

Big Shoals Hamilton 
and 

Columbia 

29 6" $759,000 $2,564 

Recommended 
Public Purpose: Other Lands -

Value: 

State park or recreation area 

Rates high for ecological and recreational 
largest stretch of white water in F'lorida. 
value is moderate. 

value. The 
Archeological 

ownership Pattern: Limited public access result.s in a moderate 
rating for manageability and usability. 

vulnerability: Ecological and archeological resources are highly 
vulnerable to intensive site disturbance. 

Endangerment: Danger of logging or phosphate mining is high. 
Logging is currently taking place on portions 
of the tract. 

Location: Has a very high value for local, regional, and state­
wide significance. 

Cost: Availability is unknown. 
C.A.R.L. funds appear to be the only public funds available 
for purchase. 
River frontage might be slightly higher than the average 
price for uplands. 
~anagement cost should be low. 

Other Factors:· *This proposal failed under the original boundary 
configuration. The borders were then changed to 

obtain a 600-foot corridor (300 feet on each side of the river) 
starting at the north end of Section 2 and running downstream to 
the west end of Section 9, TownshiP 2 South, Ranae 16 East. The 
rearranged proposal, containing 29i acres at an ~stimated total 
cost of $648,930, ·,;as approved by the Selection Committee on 
September 12, 1980. The amended configuration increased the 
environmental and archeological value of the tract by including 
an additional stretch of white-water and additional Indian flint 
quarries . 

.,_ 
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Proposed Acquisition Project: 
Big Shoals/Suwannee River Corridor 

Columbia and Hamilton Counties 
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3. Public Purpose 

The Big Shoals project qualifies for acquisition as ''Other 
Lands", specifically as an outdoor recreation area. 

4. Management, Guidance and Agency(s) 

Big Shoals will be a park or recreation area whose purpose 
will be resource orotection of a unique geological resource. 
Per:ni tted uses •.o~iil include picnicing, boating, and scenic 
appreciation. Management by the Division of Recreation and 
Parks and the Division of Archives, History and Records 
Ma~agement is recommended. 

S.a. Not applicable 

b. Conformance with State Lands Management Plan 

This projec~ is in conformance with the conceptual State 
Lands Management Plan. 

c. Unavailability of Suitable State Lands 

The!:'e are no state lands suitable as an alternative to 
acquiring the Suwannee River Corridor along the Big Shoals 
white ·vVater area. 

6. Project Costs 

a. Acquisition 

Estimated co,st for acquisition is $759,000. 

b. Management and maintenance cost for one year is estimated 
at $36,183. 

7. Sales Histor.t 

D~e to the complexity of this multi-owner project as well 
as staff and time limitations, it was not possible to re­
search the title data for the last six years. However, 
C~apter 253.025, Florida Statutes, requires title insurance 
or an abstract of title with title opinion prior to approval 
by the Board of Trustees of any final agreement for purchase. 
Chapter 375.031, Florida statutes, requires the seller to 
provide a disclosure containing a list of financial trans­
actions dati~g back to January 1, 1970. A complete sales 
history, therefore, will be completed on each parcel before 
it is acquired. 
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Name County 

Rookery Collier 
Bay 
Additions 
II 

Recommended 

1. PROJECT SU~~RY 

Acres 

4850 

Total Estimated 
Price 

$8,405,050 

Estimated 
Price/Acre 

Public Purpose: Environmentally Endangered Lands - buffer lands for 
the Rookery Bay National Estuarine Sanctuary. Includes mangrove, 
salt marsh, freshwater wetland, and flatwoods communities. Single use 
management by the Sanctuary Management Committee and the Division of 
Archives, History, and Records Management is recommended. 

Value: Natural resource value is high - primarily because it provides 
buffer for the existing sanctuary as well as lands critical for the 
fresh water flow into the estuary. Recreational value is moderate, invol­
ving primarily passive activities, boating, and fishing. Archaeological 
and historical value is rated high, due to the likely presence of many 
sites. 

Ownership Pattern: Eleven owners makes the ease of acquisition low. 
Manageability with these added lands would be very good. 

Vulnerability: Vulnerability is high to very high due to the presently 
limited freshwater flow into this system. The conditions here are · 
particularly sensitive to disturbance. 

Endangerment: High, because the area is under threat from development 
such as housing, a golf course, and other urban sprawl. 

Location: The project area is located four miles south of Naples, 
four miles north of Marco Island and west of county road 951. 

Cost: Management will include one staff position, operating e~penses, 
quarters, and seven miles of fence. 

Other Factors: 
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3. Public Purpose 

This project qualifies as Environmentally Endangered 
Lands (EEL), - single use additions to the Rookery Bay 
National Estuarine Sanctuary. 

4. Management Guidance and Agency(s) 

Rookery Bay Additions II will be managed for research 
and education as part of the National Estuarine Sanctuary. 
The Sanctuary Management Committee and the Division of 
Archives, History, and Records Management are recommended 
managers. 

5. Conformance with Hanagement Plans 

a. Environmentally Endangered Lands (EEL) Plan 

This project has been declared an EEL project and is in 
conformance with the EEL plan. All EEL's contain land and 
water resources that are naturally occurring and relatively 
unaltered flora, fauna, or geol0gic conditions that might 
be essentially preserved intact by acquisition. In addition: 

l. The area must be of sufficient size to materially contribute 
to the overall natural environmental well-being of a large 
area or region; or 

2. The area must contain flora, fauna, or geologic resources 
characteristic of the original domain of Florida and that 
these be unique to, or otherwise scarce within, the region 
or larger geographical area; or 

3. The area, whatever its size or the condition of its resources, 
must be capabie, if preserved by acquistion, of providjng 
significant protection to natural resources of recognized 
regional or statewide importance. 

Rookery Bay Additions II satisfies the third requirement. 

Criteria for the establishment of priorities among candi­
dates for acquisition are also provided in the EEL plan. 
These criteria consist of six land priority categories and 
eleven general considerations. The plan directs that the 
highest priority for acquisition be given to areas repre­
senting the best combination of values inherent in the six 
categories but not to the exclusion of areas having over­
riding significance in only one category. The six cate­
gories are: 

1. Lands of critical importance to supplies of freshwater 
for domestic use and natural systems. 

2. Freshwater and sal b1ater wetlands. 
3. Unique and outstanding natural areas. 
4. Natural ocean and gulf beach systems. 
5. Areas that protect or enhance the environmental values 

of significant natural resources. 
6. Wilderness areas. 
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The project complies with the second and fifth 
priority categories. 

b. This project is in conformance with the conceptual 
State Lands Management Plan. 

c. These lands will be need~d buffer areas for the 
existing Rookery Bay National Estuarine Sanctuary. 

6. Project Costs 

a. Acquisition 

Estimated cost for acquisition is $8,405,050. 

b. Management 

Estimated first year cost for management is $92,183. 

7. Sales History 

Due to the complexity of this project as well as staff 
and time limitations"'under current law, it was not possible 
to research the title data for the last six years. However, 
Chapter 253.025, Florida Statutes, requires title insurance 
or an abstract of title with title opinion prior to approval 
by the Board of Trustees of any final agreement for purchase. 
Chapter 375.031, Florida Statutes, requires the seller to · 
provide a disclosure containing a list of financial trans­
actions dating back to January 1, 1970. A complete sales 
history, therefore, will be completed on each parcel before 
it is acquired. 



P A Y N E S P R A I R I E ( C 0 0 K - D E C 0 N N A ) 
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Name County 

Paynes Prairie Alachua 
Additions 

1. PROJECT SUMMARY 

Acres 

1170 

Total Estimated 
Price 

$3,136,050 

Estimated 
Price/Acre-

$2680 

Recommended 
Public Purpose: EEL the Cook/Deconna tracts are considered critica 

as major water sources for t-.he adjacent state owned rreserve. Also 
qualifies as natural wetlands, outdoor recreation lands, and as a 
historical area. Other parcels proposed would be beneficial as buff 
areas but are of secondary importance. 

Value: HIGH ecological value - contains a diversity of habitats rang 
from freshwater ponds and marshes to upland pinewoods and hardwoods. 

MODERP.TE to HIGH recreational value - controlled passive 
activities such as hiking, picnicing, and primitive camping. 

Ownership Pattern: 

Management feasibility is high, cost would be minimal due to inclusi· 
with adjacent Paynes Prairie Preserve. Cook/DeConna tracts are rec­
ommended as first priority for acquisition •,;r,ile all additional buff, 
area tracts should be deferred. There are tw~ owners, one has refuse 
a value for value trade recently. -

Vulnerability: 

HIGH - this area is critical to the water quality and quanity of th• 
adjacent state preserve and is easily disturbed by human activity. 

Endangerment: 

HIGH- development pressure in rapidly growing Alachua County is in­
creasing, upland portions of these tracts are prime areas for develo1 
ment and will probably be sold to a private developer if not purchas• 
by the state. 

Location: 

Near a moderately sized urban area: Gainesville. 

Cost: 

Recommended tracts have only t•,;o owners and both have indicated a 
willingness to sell. 

Other Factors: 
A possible value for 'lalue land swap has been suggested by t11e owner 
agent. 
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PROPOSED ACQUISITIONS 

FLA. DEPT OF NATURAL RESOU!i':ES 

PROPOSED ACQUISITIONS 

AT PAYNES PRAIR!E 

STATE PRESERVE 

ALACHUA COUNTY 
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l- Public Purpose 

This property qualifies for acquisition as Environmentally 
Endangered Lands (EEL). 

4. t1anagement, Guidance and t>.gency ( s) 

Pa;,-nes Prairie ;l_ddi tion will be an addition to the existing 
state pr-eserve. Hanagement by the Division of Recreation 
and ?arks and the Division o£ Archives, Sistory and Records 
Management is r-ecommended wi t:rt assistance by the Game and 
Fresh1-rater Fish Commission regarding endangered species 
rna::agement. 

S.a. Conformance with EEL Plan 

The Cook-Deconna outparcel addition to Paynes Prairie 
State Preserve has been designated an EEL project and it 
is in conformance with the EEL plan. 

The Ccok-Deconna tract qualifies under the EEL plan's 
definition of environmentally endangered lands because: 

l. the naturally occurring, relatively unaltered flora, 
fauna and geologic conditions can be preserved by 
acquisition; 

2. the tract is of sufficient size to significantly contci­
bute to the overall natural environmental Hell-being 
of a large area; 

3. the tract contains flora, fauna and geologic resources 
characteristic of the original domain of Florioa which 
are scare~ within the state; and 

4. the area, if preserved by acquisition, would provide 
significant protection to natural resources of recog­
nizeo statewide importance (i.e., Paynes Prairie). 

Crit~ria for the esLablishment of priorities among the 
candidates for acquisition are also provioed in the EEL 
plan. These criteria consist of six land priority cate­
gories and eleven general considerations. The Plan directs 
that highest priority for acquisition be given to areas 
representing the best combination of values inherent in the 
six categories but not to the exclusion of areas having 
overriding significance in only.one category. The six 
categories are: 

l. Lands of critical importance to supplies of freshwater 
for domestic use and natural systems. 

2. Freshwater and saltwater '.vetlands. 
3. Unique and outstanding natural areas. 
4. Natural ocean and gulf beach systems. 
5. Areas that protect or enhance the environmental values 

of significant natural resources. 
6. Wilderness areas. 

The Cook-Deconna tract, because of Chacala Pond, qualifies 
for compliance with the firs~, second, third, and fifth 
criteria. 

b. Conformance with State Lands ~anagement Plan 

This project is in conformance with the conceptual State 
Lands Nanager:tent Plan. 

c. Unavailability of Suitable State Lands 

The land ~~der consideration here lies adjacent to the 
Paynes Pr;:.irie State--Preserve and, if acquired. would become 
an ;:.ddition. It also has attributes distinct f=om the 
currently state-owned lands and •.vould contribute toward 
the completion of the state preserve purchase. 
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6. Project Costs 

a. Acquisition 

Estimated cost for acquisition is $3,136,050. 

b. Management 

Management and maintenance cost for one year is estimated 
at $22,650. 

7. Sales 2istory 

There have been no sales involving the subject property for 
the past six years. The current owne~s a:e: 

Mary ::. Cook 
1324 Edgewood Avenue 
Jacksonville, Florida 

and 

Don and Louise DeConna 
Rt. l, Box 2 7 
Micanopy, Florida 32608 
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